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1 - IMACFORD: General objectives and organisation  
 
The objective of this 5th FP accompanying measure is to improve existing and 
develop new networking facilities in European forest research, and to adapt 
existing research structures to meet the new demands. The project leader is the 
European Forest Institute (EFI). The integrated research network will contribute to 
the emerging European Research Area. 
 
 
To comply with the general objective, IMACFORD project organises its activities 
into 2 operative tasks. 
• TASK A: Promote dialogue between EU and the forest research community 

and to develop a European network of thematic centres for forestry.  
• TASK B: Prepare interdisciplinary research excellence networks (one for 

Cutivated Forests: task B1, one for Mediterranean Forests: task B2). 

2 - IMACFORD Task B1  
 
Task B1 of IMACFORD is coordinated by the European Institute for Cultivated 
Forests (IEFC). 
 
Task B1 deals with the sustainable development of forestry-wood chains in the 
context of European cultivated forests and aims at the development of an integrated 
interdisciplinary research network for the sustainable management and utilisation of 
fast growing forest resources. 
 
Specific research question that will be investigated : 
How scientific progress and technical innovations in the context of plantation forests 
can contribute to the sustainable development of the forestry sector ?  
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3 - Task B1: three phases for developing the research network  
 

Task B1 has 3 separate objectives: 
• To improve the research coordination at an interregional level 

(task B11) 
The first phase will investigate the ecological and socio -economic 
implications for research of technological innovations in forest 
management and silviculture, tree improvement, wood quality and 
products, and in a changing context.  
 
• To provide a platform for dialogue with stakeholders and identification of research needs 

(task B12) 
The second phase will facilitate dialogue with end-users and definition of research needs and 
priorities in sustainable forest management and forest-wood chain related topics.  
 
• To elaborate a framework for integrated interdisciplinary research programmes (task B13) 
The third and last phase will elaborate research programmes for sustainable management and 

4 - Agenda and contact 
 

TASK B1.1   Research network organisation and planning (expert thematic meetings) 
DATE      LOCATION    TOPIC  
18-19 October 2002   Lousã, Portugal   Forest Management 
15 November 2002   Vitoria, Spain    Tree Improvement 
12 December 2002   Bordeaux, France   Wood Quality and Products 
 

TASK B1.2  Consultation process and identification of research needs (regional workshops 
w ith end-users)  
DATE      LOCATION    TOPIC  
27-28 February 2003   Bordeaux, France   Regional issues for forest-wood chain  
7-8 April 2003   Obidos, Portugal   Regional issues for forest-wood chain  
15-16 May 2003   Santiago de Compostela, Spain  Regional issues for forest-wood chain  
 

TASK B1.3  Elaboration of a strategic framework for future research (meeting with 
scientists)  
2-5 July 2003, Dublin, Ireland — 3 thematic meetings + general meeting (Task B11 groups) 

 
Final reporting of Task B1 - June 2003 
 

IEFC Web site (www.iefc.net) proposes to download the latest documents 
concerning IMACFORD Task B1: synthesis of the meetings and workshops, 
updated agenda and meeting programmes, IMACFORD technical annex, etc.  
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